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KmgTTOT  URriAH  DISgaiCT  COTMOII, 
Medical  Officer’s ^^Beporfc  for  19-^ 


lUr,  ChadLrmaii  and  Gentleman, 

I beg  to  submit  Annual  Report  for  1946, 

Population,  The  estimated  figure  for  1946  was  1782, 

Overcrowding,  A good  many  houses  do  not  conform  to  statutory  require- 
ments md  Ww  houses  are  urgently  required. 

Housing,  Negotiations  were  in  progress  during  1946  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Pronhir  Nstate  from  the  Ministry  of  Supply,  There  are  forty 
bungaloxvs  on  this  Pstate;  they  are  recognised  as  being  ten^jorary 
structures  and  v;ill  have  to  be  replaced  eventually  by  permanent 
buildings • 

The  eight  houses  on  the  Prydd  Terrace  site  were  still  not 
completed  at  the  end  of  1946  but  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report 
they  are  occupied. 

Owing  to  objection  from  the  Rural  Land  Utilization  Officer 
the  Jlrookhouse  site,  mentioned  in  ray  last  report,  had  to  be  abandoned. 

A new  Bite  has  been  approved  adjacent  to  the  Pronhir  estate;  it  has 
an  area  of  1-f  acres  and  will  take  fifteen  houses.  Our  requirement, 
as  pointed  out  in  a previous  report,  is  fifty-two  houses. 

Transport . A bus  company  purchased  the  house  and  grounds  of  I'-Hiitehall 
Bridge  Street,  and  a part  of  the  grounds  is  being  converted  into  a 
modem  bus  centre.  Their  buses  serve  a wide  area. 

Industries.  No  new  industries  have  been  started. 

Schools,  There  are  no  new  developments  since  1945. 

Cemetery,  No  new  developments  since  1945, 

Ambulance.  The  new  ambulance  has  been  put  into  operation  and  a rota 
of  drivers  arranged;  the  service  is  satisfactory. 

I^x)m  an  appointed  date  in  1948  the  County  Council  is  to  take 
over  ambulance  services  for  the  vdiole  County. 

Nursing,  There  is  nothing  to  add  to  the  comments  in  the  1945  Report. 

Hospitals.  The  Poor  Law  Hospital  (Offa’s  Lodge)  continues  to  serve  a 
useful  Unction  in  providing  nursing  for  the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 

The  position  regarding  staff  is  variable  but  generally  spealcing  the 
Institution  is  grossly  understaffed. 

Wat er , 1946  was  generally  a wot  season  and  the  supply  was  sufficient. 

Analyses  show  intermittent  contamination  but  all  sanples  after  passing 
the  ohlorinators  were  satisfactory,  San5)les  are  sent  away  monthly, 

92  per  cent  of  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  are  connected 
direct  to  the  main  supply  and  the  remaining  8 per  cent  share  joint  taps 

Sewage . There  have  been  no  new  works  or  additions  to  the  sewerage 

works  in  1946,  The  Council  propose  to  connect  the  Ihonhir  instate  to 
the  main  sewer. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Throe  cases  were  notified,  as  follows: 

C5erebrospinal  fever  ••  1 female  - aged  14  years 

Pneumonia  1 male  - aged  8 years 

Pneumonia  ,.  1 male  - aged  69  years 
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Tuberculosis.  One  doubtful  new  case  was  notified,  a male  aged 
29  years,  invalided  from  Forces  with  Pleural  Effusion, 

There  was  one  death  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  a female, 
aged  24  years. 

Tuberculosis  ilLloviance  Scheme.  One  person  in  the  Urban  District 
roceived"  filoviance  under  this  scheme  during  1946. 

C^j^inonm.  There  were  five  deaths  from  carcinoma: 

Stomach  --  2;  Colon  - 1;  Broast  - 1;  Liver  - 1; 

The  ages  varied  betx'reen  59  and  73  years.  Three  were 
male  and  two  female. 

MrttT^s^.  33  live  births  were  registered  - 17  male  and  16  female. 

There  were  2 illegitimate  births. 

2 still-births  were  reported  - 1 male  and  1 female. 

There  v/ere  no  illegitimate  still-births. 

Premature  Infants , There  is  a cot  for  premature  infants  at  the 
hospital  at  liandrindod  Walls , One  child  was  transferi^d  there  from 
Offa’s  Lodge,  Knighton,  and  made  a complete  recovery. 

Deaths . 34  deaths  were  registered  - 17  male  and  17  female . 

Contagious  Diseases.  Very  few  cases  of  scabies  have  been  seen.  The 
arrangements  for  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  are  as  previously 
reported. 

Diphtheria  Iraminization.  This  schema  is  run  by  the  Countjr  ' Tedical 
bl*ficer  during  school  medical  inspections;  a good  many  cases  are  done 
privately  by  local  practitioners  and  parents  are  co-operative  and 
anxiotis  to  give  their  children  the  benefit  of  immunization. 

Purchase  of  property  and  land  by  theJUrban^DisJ^icJb^  Counc il . 

The  Vicarage  and  gaa^en  (about  2 acres')  was  purchased;  it 
is  intended  using  the  building  for  future  Council  Offices  and  the 
grounds  might  be  laid  out  as  public  gardens  until  it  is  possible  to 
use  them  as  an  extension  of  the  cemeters'’  (protests  against  their  use 
as  a cemetery  were  lodged  by  certain  persons  whose  premises  overlook 
the  grounds). 

The  Council  agreed  to  purchase  the  Recreation  Ground  and 
Brjm-3''-Ca3tell;  the  former  will  be  levelled  and  used  as  a children’s 
playground  and  the  latter  (a  charmingly  situated  piece  of  land  with 
views  up  and  dovn  the  valley)  will  be  used  chiefly  for  adult  recreation. 

I cannot  end  this  report  without  mentioning  a matter  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  town,  namely  the 
purchase  of  the  auction  yard  and  its  conversion  into  an  efficient 
centre  on  modern  lines. 

Knighton  and  district  has  alwaj’-s  been  a well-known  stock 
breeding  area  and  the  large  auctions  aro  attended  by  buyers  from  all 
over  the  coxintry. 

The  Council  and  the  present  owners  have  agreed  on  a figure 
for  purchase  of  the  yard  but  the  difficulty  is  that,  while  the  Coimcil 
on  the  one  hand  consider  the  modernization  work  should  proceed  as  a 
whole,  the  'linistry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  the  other  hand  have 
not  approved  the  scheme  in  its  entirety,  on  the  groxmds  that  the 
position  of  marketing  of  livestock  throughout  the  country  as  a whole 
is  not  yet  clear;  and  so  the  position  stands  at  the  moment. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


(signed)  G.H.H,  BOOTH 


